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CONYERS COMMENDS BIDEN ON INTRODUCTION OF THE

“COCAINE PENALTY REFORM ACT OF 2002" 

Congressman John Conyers, Jr., Ranking Member of the House Judiciary Committee,
issued the following statement regarding the introduction of the “Cocaine Penalty Reform Act of
2002":

“I commend Senator Biden for his courage in addressing this very serious issue.  The
introduction of this important legislation will not only put us one step closer to a giant leap in
reducing the extreme disparities in crack vs. cocaine sentencing, it will greatly reduce the
mandatory minimum sentences for low-level crack offenders and eliminate the sentences for
simple possession.  We all know that these unfair sentences have exerted a terrible toll on
communities of color, but many in Congress have lacked the bravery to take an issue that has
been such a focus of political demagoguery.  

This legislation eliminates the five year mandatory minimum penalty for simple possession
of crack cocaine and amends the law to bring simple possession of crack cocaine in line with
simple possession of any other illicit drug.  In addition, it will also increase the threshold quantity
for crack cocaine offenses from 5 grams to 25 grams for the five year mandatory minimum
penalty and from 50 grams to 250 grams for the ten year mandatory minimum penalty.

Mandatory sentencing laws disproportionately affect people of color and, because of their
severity, destroy families.  The rate of imprisonment for black men is 8.5 times that of white men,
a rate of 3098 per 100,000, compared to a white rate of 370.  Over the last 10 years, the black
men’s rate of incarceration increased at 10 times the rate of that of white men.  Mandatory
sentences have failed to deter people from using or selling drugs:  drugs are cheaper, purer and
more easily obtainable than ever before.  Let’s stop the vicious cycle by passing sensible
legislation that will reduce the spread of drugs in our communities.  I urge my colleagues in the
Senate to support this very important legislation, Congress should not waste its efforts with failed
tactics, we should continue to look for and support successful strategies like those offered in this
bill.” 
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